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CC Connections

“I think I’d rather go back in and 
spend the rest of the afternoon in 

church,” a Corpus Christi parishioner 
commented after a recent Sunday Mass.

He wasn’t intending to pray for all 
that time. The air outside was stifling, a 
stark contrast to the comfortable air-
conditioned interior of our church.

Some of us may remember the days 
when summer Masses were 
accompanied by the roaring of floor 
fans, trying to at least keep the hot air 
moving and the comfort level bearable 

for the people in the pews. Some 
churches still have to deal with that.

Here at Corpus Christi we’ve grown 
accustomed to heat in 
the winter, and air-
conditioning in the 
summer. That’s a good 
thing. The bad thing, 
of course, is that the 
systems that provide it 
need repair, updating 
and regular 
maintenance 
work.
And so, we’re 
having a raffle. 
There are two 
good things 
about that: we’ll 
bring in some 
money to help 
pay for the 
upgrades we 
need for the 
heating and 

air-conditioning systems; and, 
ticket holders have a chance to 
win some money for themselves.

At 6 pm on Saturday, Sept. 25, 
after the 4:30 Mass, names will 
be drawn and some lucky person 
will take home $1,000. A second 
winner will get $500, and five 
winners will each get $100. And 
all it takes is buying a raffle 
ticket. By the time you get this 

newsletter, there will be only two 
weekends left to buy those tickets.

Tickets--$10 each or three for $25--
are being sold before and after all 
weekend Masses. A flyer on the ticket 
table includes two other ways to 
purchase tickets. Winners do not need to 
be present to win.

You could be a winner
Get your tickets now

Lee Voeks mans the table before Mass, helping people purchase 
their raffle tickets for heat and air-conditioning updates,  and 
maybe bring home a windfall for themselves.

On August 21 & 22, Fr. Robert Chinnapan was here 
speaking on the Missionaries of Faith, and telling 
his story about being a Catholic priest in Hindu-
dominated India, and being sent as a missionary to 
the United States. He is currently pastor of St. 
Mary’s Parish in Peshtigo. Each year, the diocese 
receives over 300 applications from mission 
organizations to participate in this program, and 38 
are invited. Diocesan receipts from donations 
made to all the parishes are pooled and divided 
among the selected groups. Thank you for your 
donation, which helps spread the Gospel!
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Parish Council Notes
Fall is almost here.  It comes with crisp autumn mornings, God 

gracing us with the beautiful changing colors, and some of the best 
flavors of the year--apple and pumpkin.     

  For our parish, this fall 
brings our parish fund-
raiser.  It is a very 
important time to raise 
needed funds to upgrade 
the heating and cooling 
system for our church.  
Parish council has been 
planning throughout the 
summer for the fund-raiser 

and started selling tickets in August.  The drawing will be held on 
September 25, so please purchase your tickets soon!  

Tickets can be purchased in person before or after weekend 
Mass for $10 each or 3 for $25.  You may also send a completed 
form to the church office with your check or put the completed form 
with your payment in the collection basket.  With everyone’s help, 
we can have a successful fund-raiser this year!  See page 1 for 
prize details. When you think about it, heating and cooling systems 
that work well means everyone is a winner.

May God bless each of you!

--Missy Marchant
Parish council president

Every weekend at Mass we say the words in the Creed: “I 
believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic church...”

Saying it means we believe it, but do we even know what it 
means? Here is a very brief explanation for each characteristic 
of our Church. You can read more in the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church.

The Church is one. Given the differences within 
Christianity, the Great Schism of 1054 and the Protestant 
Revolt in the 16th century, how can unity be claimed? It 
depends on the source of unity. The unity of the Church is not 
a goal of organization, it “is already a reality in Christ as the 
first fruit of the Holy Spirit” (CCC #231) even when 
individual Catholics obscure it by error and sin or when 
people choose to leave the Church.

The Church is holy. Taken at face value, that may seem 
false, considering the lives of some individual Catholics and 
scandals old and new within the Church. The Church’s 
holiness does not depend on individuals, but on the holiness of 
Jesus, who brought the Church into being and uses the Church 
to provide the means of our own sanctification. Consider the 
saints, who are saints because they did follow the teachings of 
Jesus through the Church.

The Church is catholic. It means universal, open to all 
people. The Church goes to every land and exists among 
every people and in so many political systems across the 

globe. It is even willing adopt local customs as long as they 
are good and complement the truth of the Gospel of Christ.

The Church is apostolic. Jesus promised to be with the 
Church until the end of time through the Holy Spirit, whom 
the apostles received at Pentecost. The apostles knew they 
wouldn’t always be around, so through prayer, they discerned 
that they were to choose successors to carry the Gospel to the 
end of time. These are our bishops, in line of apostolic 
succession, initiated by the apostles. Their job is to hand on 
the Faith they have received, to guard it and protect it, and to 
prohibit any innovations obnoxious to it. The bishops work in 
communion with the Pope, the successor of Peter.

While other Christian denominations celebrate some of the 
sacraments, revere sacred Scripture and have many holy 
people within their ranks, only the Catholic Church has all the 
elements Jesus intended.

--Condensed from “Our Sunday Visitor”

What does that mean?

Beginning Sept. 8, Wednesday Masses will be closed to the public. 
St. John Bosco School children attend Mass on those days, and with 
the increase in the number of students, more space is needed.
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• A celebration of Fr. Tony’s ordination 
anniversary will be held Saturday, Sept. 25, 
with Fr. Tony saying the 4:30 Mass. A light 
reception will follow in the social hall to 
give everyone a chance to congratulate him 
on his 61 years of service. (We missed the 
60th because of last year’s Covid restrictions.) Fr Tony will 
also draw the winning ticket for our raffle at that time. 

  • Roof work has been finished, as well as 
concrete replacement around St. John Bosco 
School’s main entryway, and a new stove 
hood installed in the parish kitchen.

   • The parish kitchen will 
soon get a good cleaning, and the ceiling will 
be painted, all in preparation for school 
startup and--hopefully--a return to funeral 
luncheons if Covid concerns lessen.

  •The parking lots now 
sport new stripes, making parking a lot less 
haphazard. 

   • Adult education is expected to start again 

in the fall. Most offerings are held at St. Joe’s, but invitations 
are always extended to area parishes.

   •An outreach to men, called That Man is 
You, may be introduced soon in 
conjunction with St. Joe’s. Stay tuned for a 
notice from Dcn. Mark, who will 
coordinate the effort.

• Mother Mary Catherine is expected to be at Corpus Christi 
on Dec. 16 to talk about Lectio Divina and lead people through 
an experience of it. More about that later.

   

As promised in our last issue, Corpus Christi now has a beautiful new cabinet, 
called an ambry, to house our sacred oils for use in various ceremonies. It was the 
generosity of an anonymous donor that made this possible.

The wooden cabinet is located on the wall near the statue of Mary. It has locked 
glass doors and three shelves, one for each of the three kinds of oils. Glass flasks 
hold the oil of the catechumens, the oil of the sick, and the chrism which is used in 
anointings as the sacramental sign of the seal of the gift of the Holy Spirit.

New oils, each with slightly different ingredients, are blessed annually during 
Holy Week by the bishop during the chrism Mass at the cathedral, and then 

distributed to parishes. Usually, representatives 
from the parishes attend the chrism Mass, and 
then present the oils to their parishes on Holy 
Thursday.
   The former ambry was visible only as a brass 
door flush against one of the walls in the 
sanctuary, which meant the oils weren’t visible 
to the congregation. Now, we can see the oils,  
visible reminders of several of the sacraments, 
and housed near the baptismal font, where we 
first entered into the family of the Church. 

Sacred oils in plain sight

What’s new?

Jesus waits...
Just a reminder that we have Eucharistic Adoration the first 

Thursday of each month from 7am to 4pm. You are invited to 
come for as little or as long as you like. Call Leslie 

(920-493-2814) if you’d like to take a 
scheduled hour. If there is more interest, we 

would love to extend adoration time into 
the evening hours. Eucharistic prayer books 

are available for use on those days.
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A favorite statue or painting for children’s rooms has been the 
image of an angel, hovering close to two small children who are 
crossing a narrow bridge over a river.

People smile when they see it, knowing that God does indeed 
watch over his little ones--forgetting that we 
also are his “little ones,” and that he watches 
over us, also, using angels--among other 
things--to do it.

A lot of people, Catholics included, have 
come to think that angels are just mythical or 
figurative beings--and often they don’t 
believe in actual devils, either. And yet, Paul 
talks about them in his letter to the 
Ephesians.

“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms,” he wrote. Think about what that means: there’s a war 
being fought against us.

The Bible mentions angels almost 300 times. Jesus himself 
refers to them several times, as in this passage from Matthew:

“When Jesus was arrested on the night before his crucifixion, 
one of the disciples grabbed a sword and sliced off the ear of one 
of the perpetrators. Jesus told him to put away the sword and 
then said, “Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will 
at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of 
angels?” (Matthew 26:53)

It’s true that the belief that every individual soul has a 
guardian angel has never been defined 
by the Church, and is, consequently, not 
an article of faith; but it is the “mind of 
the Church,” as St. Jerome expressed it: 
“How great the dignity of the soul, since 
each one has from his birth an angel 
commissioned to guard it.”
  The Church believes in guardian 
angels and has assigned a day to 
celebrate their existence: October 2. The 

prayers for that day in the Liturgy of the Hours are beautiful: “In 
the presence of the angels,  I will sing to you, my God.” “You 
commanded your angels to guard us in all our ways, keep us 
from sin as you you lead us in your path this day.” “Blessed be 
God who sent his angels to rescue his faithful servants.” 

A quote from Exodus comes with a directive: “See, I am 
sending an angel before you to guard you on the way and bring 
you to the place I have prepared. Be attentive to him and heed 
his voice.”

Do you strive to hear your angel’s voice? Have you ever asked 
your angel to guide you, to remind you when you’re veering off 
God’s path? Have you ever thanked him for being with you 

always, and for persevering in what must sometimes seem like a 
thankless job?

One last thing. Those “powers of this dark world” may war 
against us, but they also have to take on the 
angels of heaven who are even more 
powerful because they fight on God’s side. 
   Warrior angels are very common in 
Scripture. Joshua meets such an angel while 
encamped outside Jericho. “While Joshua 
was near Jericho, he raised his eyes and saw 
one who stood facing him, drawn sword in 
hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, ‘Are 

you one of us or one of our enemies?’ He replied, ‘Neither. I am 
the commander of the army of the Lord: now I have 
come.’” (Joshua 5:13-14)

   This visual representation highlights the reality that angels 
have the power to defeat spiritual enemies such as demons. 
Angels are powerful spiritual warriors and while their battles are 
largely invisible, the effects of their protection can often be felt. 
The feast of St. Michael, St. Raphael and St. Gabriel, all 
archangels, is Sept. 29--another reason to celebrate.

(You might enjoy a fictionalized account of a battle between 
good & evil, with angels working in our lives, unseen, to fight 
the powers of darkness: “This Present Darkness,” by Frank 
Peretti.)

Connecting
with

the liturgy

Angels--it’s true that we’ve all got one 

This is the last installment of the tour inside our “sacred 
space,” our church. In our next issue, we’ll begin to take a look 
at the saints in our stained glass windows.

Confessional
The first Christians confessed their sins face to face to a 

bishop in his church and in some instances, to the congregation. 
Public confessions were short-lived and were stopped by Pope 
Leo I (r. 440-461), who wrote: “It is sufficient that the guilt 
which people have on their consciences be made known to the 
priests alone in secret confession.”

Face-to-face confession, typically kneeling before a priest or 
sitting in a  chair at his side, was the norm until the middle ages 
when a screen was placed between the confessor and female 
penitents. This action eventually led to the introduction of the 
confessional booth in the 16th century, which included the 
screen separation, and from that time until the Second Vatican 
Council, confessions were normally anonymous. In 1974, the 
Church introduced a new formula for confession, which 
promoted a reconciliation room instead of a confessional booth. 
Penitents could now go to confession face to face or behind a 
screen.

--Our Sunday Visitor

Did you know...?
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Ask Fr. Ryan
Q: Is monthly confession encouraged even when I don't have serious sin to confess, and why? 

A: Yes, I would encourage monthly confession in all circumstances.  We need to remember confession is not just for 
the forgiveness of sins, but just as importantly, for receiving grace from God to PREVENT serious sin.  Myself, I 
have found it helpful to go to confession every other week.  That might sound surprising, especially if the Sacrament 
is not a part of a person's spiritual life, but frequent confession is a good thing.  And certainly, if someone is trying to 
REMOVE serious sin from their life, going to confession as often as needed is recommended.  The Sacrament of 
Confession seems scary to many people.  It shouldn't be.  It is a place of unique healing and forgiveness, not a place 
of judgement and guilt.

(If you have a question for Fr. Ryan, email him at fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com.  Or mail your question to 25 N. Elgin, Sturgeon Bay, WI 
54235.)

CC CameraConnections

Our Fr. Birdsall Prayer & Reflection Garden 
continues to get more beautiful every year, so 
it’s no wonder the Tuesday morning rosary 
group meets here as long as weather permits. 
The trees even cast enough shade to shelter 
those who don’t like sitting in the sun. 
Surrounded by beauty, the pray-ers remember 
personal intentions, the names on our church 
prayer list and in the Coming Home Basket, 
and the needs of the world.  All are welcome 
to join!

mailto:fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com
mailto:fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com
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